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Abstract
How do flawed elections and political protest against election fraud shape trust in government? Taking advantage of the largely exogenous variation in the timing of a survey conducted in Moscow in December 2011, we examine the short-term impact of the parliamentary election of December 4th, and the large protest of December 10th on trust in the Russian government. The fraud-marred parliamentary election had little effect on attitudes toward government, perhaps because allegations of vote improprieties were not new information. In contrast, the large protest of December 10th increased trust in government. This increase in trust arises largely from non-United Russia supporters updating their beliefs rather than from social desirability bias, a perceived improvement in government performance, or a “halo” effect. This finding is consistent with the view that autocratic governments can increase trust in government by allowing protest.​

